
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Application No. 12694 of East Washington Heights Baptis t  
Church, pursuant t o  Sub-section 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regulations, 
fo r  a  spec ia l  exception under Paragraph 3101.413 t o  continue 
t o  operate a  community se rv ice  center  (Meals on Wheels) 
i n  t h e  R-1-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises 2220 Branch Ave., S.E., 
(Square 5667, Lot 824).  

HE24RING DATE: Ju ly  19, 1978 
DECISION DATE: Ju ly  19, 1978 (Bench ~ e c i s i o n )  

FINDINGS O F  FACT : 

1. The subject  property i s  1oca.ted i n  t h e  R-1-B D i s t r i c t  
a t  t h e  northeast  corner of t he  in te r sec t ion  of Alabama 
and Branch Avenues, S  . E . 

2 .  The subject  s i t e ,  approximately 55,497 square f e e t  
i n  a r e a , i s  improved with t h e  East Washington Heights Baptis t  
Church building. Access t o  t h e  church's  ki tchen f a c i l i t i e s  
and parking lot, which i s  approximately 20,000 square f e e t  
i n  a rea ,  is from Alabama Ave. 

3 .  The applicant  proposes t o  continue using t h e  church's  
kitchen f a c i l i t i e s  t o  prepare meals f o r  del ivery t o  e lder ly ,  
handicapped and other  community members who a r e  unable t o  
e i t h e r  shop o r  prepare meals fo r  themselves. The use was 
o r ig ina l ly  approved by t h e  Board i n  case No. 11924, by order 
dated June 20, 1975. 

4. The program operates seven days a  week from 
9 a.m. t o  1 p.m. Since t h e  del ivery component of t he  program 
occurs during non-peak hours, with vehicles enter ing and 
ex i t i ng  from Alabama Ave. a  major a r t e r i a l ,  object ionable 
impacts due t o  noise and t r a f f i c  have not occurred and a r e  
not ant ic ipated.  
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5. The r e c i p i e n t s  a r e  served two meals simultaneously 
(one hot  midday meal and a  co ld  meal f o r  l a t e r  u se )  a t  a  
dos t  of $2.25 p e r  day, w i th  s u b s i d i e s  f o r  t h o s e  r e c i p i e n t s  

unable t o  pay. 

6. The meals a r e  prepared and de l ive red  by r o t a t i n g  
volunteers .  S i x  volunteer  c a r s  d e l i v e r  meals covering t h e  
e n t i r e  f a r  sou theas t  Washington a r e a .  The program coord ina tor  
i s  t h e  only person paid.  

7. The program i s  conducted wi th in  t h e  e x i s t i n g  church 
b u i l d i n g ,  wi th  no o u t s i d e  s i g n s  i n d i c a t i n g  tk opera t ion  of t h e  
program. 

8. The Meals on Wheels Program i s  a  non-prof i t  organizaed 
s e r v i c e ,  wi th  income only from t h e  food payments of t h e  
r e c i p i e n t s  and c h a r i t a b l e  con t r ibu t ions .  

9. The Municipal Planning O f f i c e  by r e p o r t  da ted  
J u l y  14, 1978, recammended approval  of t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  
on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  is  i n  compliance wi th  t h e  
Board 's  p r i o r  Order and t h e  requirements of Sub-section 
3101,413 of t h e  Zoning Regulat ions ,  The Board s o  f i n d s .  

10. There was no oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  

11. There was no r e p o r t  from Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 7D on t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

Based on t h e  above Findings of Fac t  and t h e  evidence of 
record ,  t h e  Board concludes t h a t  t h e  program m e e t s  t h e  
requirements of Paragraph 3101.413 of t h e  Zoning Regulations.  
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T h e  B o a r d  concludes t h a t  the  p r o g r a m  is  not  organized fo r  
p r o f i t ,  b u t  exclusively for  the  p r o m o t i o n  of the  social  
w e l f a r e  of t he  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h a t  the  por t ion  of the  p r o g r a m  
conducted on the  property i s  carried on w i t h i n  the  exis t ing 
church b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  no s igns  ind ica t ing  the  operation of 
the p r o g r a m .  T h e  B o a r d  f u r t he r  concludes t h a t  the  continued 
operation of t h i s  p r o g r a m  is  not  l i k e l y  t o  b e c o m e  objectionable 
t o  the  residence d i s t r i c t  because of noise and t r a f f i c .  
T h e  requested special exception i s  i n  h a r m o n y  w i t h  the 
general purpose and i n t e n t  of the  Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  and w i l l  
no t  t end  t o  adversely a f fec t  the  use  of neighboring property. 
I t  is  therefore ORDERED t h a t  t h i s  applicat ion i s  hereby 
GRANTED f o r  a period of THREE years f r o m  the  date  of expiration 
of the  previous C e r t i f i c a t e  of occupancy, at w h i c h  t i m e  it m a y  be 
r e n e w e d  a t  t he  d i sc re t ion  of the  B o a r d  upon the  f i l i n g  of 
a n e w  appl icat ion pursuant  t o  P a r a g r a p h  3101.413 of the  
Z o n i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  . 

VOTE: 5-0 ( T h e o d o r e  F. Mariani, C h a r l e s  R. N o r r i s ,  
C h l o e t h i e l  W o o d a r d  S m i t h ,  W i l l i a m  F. M c I n t o s h  
and L e o n a r d  L .  M c C a n t s )  

FILXAL DATE OF ORDER: 2 9  BUG1978 

BY ORDER OF THE D .C . BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: , k 
THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I6 VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR 
OCCUPANCY PERMIT IS F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING 
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS 
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER. 


